
—

The Academy of Medicine has lost a legacy of
$5000 by its action last autumn in rescinding the Flint
resolutions requiring the committee on admissions to
recommend for membership only such candidates as

supported the National Code of Ethics, which the
Constitution distinctly declares to be the Code of the
Academy. The late Corresponding Secretary, Dr.
John G. Adams, left the Academy $5000 in his will ;
but after the action referred to added a codicil revok-
ing the legacy and devoting the amount to various
charities. Among the bequests in the will is the en-
dowment of a free bed in the Presbyterian Hospital.

—

During the first week of September the joint
water commission of Newark and Jersey City held a

meeting in reference to the pollution of the Passaic
River by the sewage of Paterson and Passaic City.

Correspondence.
HOUSE OFFICERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS

GENERAL HOSPITAL DURING ELEVEN
YEARS PAST.

Massachusetts Genbrat. Hospital, )
Boston, August 11, 1884. I

Mr. Editor,
—

I herewith send a list of the house
officers of the Massachusetts General Hospital for
the past eleven years, believing that the more care-

fully it is examined the more clearly it will appear to
all unprejudiced minds that the appointments have
been made from no motives of nepotism or favoritism,
but with the simple purpose of getting the best avail-
able men for the service of the hospital. Whether this
object has been obtained with a fair degree of success,
or whether better men would have been selected by
strict adherence to the results of a competitive exami-
nation, is a matter of individual opinion.

J. H. W.
MEDICAL.

1874. W. F. Whitney, Boston; C. M. Jones, Worcester.
1875. T. W. Huntingdon, Burlington, Vt. ; T. F. Moore, Boston.
1876. Marcellus Hutehinson, Wakefield ; E G. Booth, Somer-

ville.
1877. W. O. Moseley, Newburyport ; J. J. Minot, Boston.
1878. W. W. Garnie"«, Boston; V. Y. Bowditch, Boston.
1879. H. P. Jaques, Boston ; W. N. Bullard, Boston.
1880. W. N. Swift, New Bedford ; T. F. Sherman, Boston.
1881. F. W. Taylor, Cambridge; H. F. Vickery, Weymouth.
1882. F. A. Puiibar, Cambridge ; A. H. Hodgdon, Arlington.
1883. H. W. Newhall, Lynn ; J. T. Bowen, Boston.
1884. H. Jackson, Boston ; G. G. Sears, Boston.

SURGICAL.

1874. Walter Ela, Cambridge; George Stedman, Boston; Wm.
Dunn, Boston ; Samuel Hovve, Cambridge.

1875. A. T. Cabot, Boston; G. H. Tilden, Boston; W. A.
Winn, Arlington ; J. E. Gartand, Gloucester.

1876. O H. Everett, Charlestown ; O. T. Howe, Lawrence; C.
W. Cooper, Amherst ; H. C. Haven, New London, Conn.

1877. J.W. Elliot, Keene, N. H. ; J. W. Brannan, Cincinnati, 0. ;
W. C. Mason, Bangor, Me ; H. L. Morse, Bangor, Me.

1878. F. S. Watson, Boston; J. B. Wheeler, Burlington, Vt. ;
S. J. Mixter, Boston ; G. W. West, Salem.

1879. W. J. Otis, Chicago, 111. ; G. H. Monks, Boston; D. P.
Allen, Cleveland, Ohio ; G. G. Hayward, Boston.

1880. F. B. Harrington, Salem ; W. D. Hodges, Boston ; C. P.
Strong, Bridgewater ; C. B. Witherle, Castine, Me.

1881. John Homans 2d, Boston; F. H. Lombard, Boston; 0.
K. Newell, Boston ; A. T. Wakefield, Cambridge.

1882. C. M. Godding, Providence, R. I. ; C. S. Holden, St.
John's, Fla.; F. M. Briggs, Boston; C. W. Galloupe,
Lynn.

1883. W. M. Conant, Bridgewater ; 0. J. Plieffer, Portsmouth'
N. H.

1884. H. C. Baldwin, Somerville ; G. M. Kimball, Concord, N. H.;
Edward Reynolds, Boston ; Dillon Brown, Louisville, Ky.

Miscellany.
ERYTHROXYLON COCA.

Dr. Sqüibb writes1 regarding this drug: The con-
dition of the principal markets of the world for coca
for the past six months has been exceptionally bad.
That is, whether good coca was sought for in the ports
of Central and South America, or in London, Ham-
burg, or New York, the search, even without limitation
in price, was almost invariably unsuccessful. Not that
the drug, independent of quality, was scarce, for hun-
dreds of bales were accessible at all times, but the qual-
ity was so poor as to be quite unfit for use. The
samples, instead of being green and fragrant, were
brown and odorless, or musty and disagreeable, at once

condemning the lots they represented, to the most casual
observation, and yet the price was high enough to have
represented a good article. The best that could be
done, by the most careful buyers, was to accept oc-
casional parcels, the best of which were of very inferior
quality, and therefore unfit for medicinal uses, and
these at very high prices. Coca is well known to be
a very sensitive and perishable drug, only fit for its
somewhat equivocal uses when fresh and green and
well cared for in packing and transportation. Very
much like tea in this and other respects, it should be
packed and transported with the same care and pains,
iu leaded chests, or in some equivalent package. It is
very well known that tea, if managed, transported,
handled, and sold as coca is, would be nearly or quite
worthless, and therefore coca, managed as the great
mass of it is, must be nearly all of it comparatively
worthless. If used as tea is, this would probably soon

appear, but when used as a medicine, which has beeu
highly extolled and well advertised, it seems to go on

equally well whether of good or bad quality. It is
pretty safe to say that nineteen twentieths of the coca
seen in the United States market within the past two
years must be almost inert and valueless, yet all is sold
and used, and its reputation as a therapeutic agent is
pretty well kept up. At least many thousands of pounds
of the brown ill-smelling leaf, and of preparations made
from it, are annually sold. And worse than this, con-
siderable quantities of a handsome looking green leaf,
well put up, and well taken care of, have been sold and
used as coca, when wanting iu nearly all its character-
istics.

The writer for more than a year past has seen but
one or two small lots of moderately good coca, and in
common with other buyers has been obliged to buy the
best that could be found to keep up his supply of the
fluid extract. Almost every purchase has been made
on mental protest, and he has been ashamed of every
pound of fluid extract sent out, from the knowledge
that it was of poor quality ; and there seems to be no
more prospect of a supply of better quality than there
was this time last year, because so long as an inferior
quality sells in such enormous quantities at good prices
the demands of trade are satisfied.

Under this condition of the markets the writer has
finally decided to give up making a fluid extract of

i Ephemeris, July, 1884.
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